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Specialised Support Services

Front Cover:
Dame Quentin Bryce and 
Aunty Beverley Johnson at 
the Sorry Day Breakfast in 
Orleigh Park, cut the  cake 
that was representative 
of all the birthdays that 
Stolen Generations kids 
missed out on after being 
forcibly removed and 
sent to settlements and 
institutions.
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Indigenous survivors of child sexual abuse will soon 
have access to specialised support services with a 
$350,000 Australian Government Investment in Link-
Up Queensland Aboriginal Corporation.

Minister for Social Services, Kevin Andrews, said 
the funding boost to Link-Up Queensland to 30 
June 2016 will support those affected by the Royal 
Commission into Institutional Responses to Child 
Sexual Abuse.

“We know it is critical that survivors of child sexual 
abuse have access to specialised and culturally 
appropriate support services that suit their needs”, 
Mr Andrews said.

“This is part of a $45 million investment into services 
to meet the increased demand for support as a result 
of the Royal Commission.

“With this funding Link-Up can offer support or other 
case management services to Indigenous people 
affected by sexual abuse while in institutions.
“Link-Up is already well-established in Queensland, 
with a 30-year history of reuniting families 
separated through forced removal, adoption and 
institutionalisation.

Minister  for Indigenous Affairs, Senator Nigel Scullion
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Qld NAIDOC Events 2014 
TOWNSVILLE NAIDOC WEEK OFFICIAL LAUNCH

DATE: 6 July 2014
Thuringowa Soundshell, Thuringowa Drive, Kirwan

HARLAXTON NAIDOC BLUE LIGHT DISCO
DATE: 6 July 2014

Harlaxton Park, Toowoomba

INALA NAIDOC DAY 
DATE: 9 July 2014

West Inala Junior RLC, Freeman Road, Inala

LOGAN NAIDOC FAMILY FUN DAY 
DATE: 9 July 2014

Logan City Gardens, Civic Parade, Logan

NORTHSIDE NAIDOC FAMILY FUN DAY   
DATE: 10 July 2014

Koobara Kindergarten, 421 Beams Road, Zillmere Q

PURGA NAIDOC DAY  
DATE: 10July 2014

Purga Elders & Descendants
587 Ipswich-Boonah Road, Purga Q

MACKAY NAIDOC FAMILY FUN DAY
DATE: 11 July 2014

Mackay Showgrounds, Mackay Q

MUSGRAVE PARK NAIDOC FAMILY FUN DAY  
DATE: 11 July 2014

Musgrave Park, South Brisbane, Q

MT ISA NAIDOC FAMILY FUN DAY
DATE: 11 July 2014

George McCoy Park, Mount Isa Q

TOWNSVILLE NAIDOC DEADLY DAY OUT
DATE: 11 July 2014

Riverway Parklands, Riverway Drive, Kirwan Q

FRASER COAST NAIDOC BALL
DATE: 12 July 2014

Carriers Arms Hotel. Alice Street, Maryborough Q

NAIDOC QUEST BALL
DATE: 12 July 2014

Mount Isa Irish Club, Mount Isa Q

TJAPUKAI FAMILY FUN DAY OUT 
DATE: 12 July 2014 

Tjapukai Aboriginal Cultural Park 
Cairns Western Arterial Road, Smithfield Q

NAIDOC FAMILY DAY MAROOCHYDORE
DATE: 13 July 2014

Cottontree Park, Maroochydore Q

GYMPIE NAIDOC FAMILY DAY
DATE: 18 July 2014

Gympie Civic Centre, Mellor Street, Gympie Q

MITCHELTON NAIDOC DAY
DATE: 19 July 2014

Mitchelton State High School. 
Samford Road, Mitchelton Q

“The Healing Foundation – which supports culturally 
strong, locally run Indigenous healing programmes – 
will work alongside Link-Up Queensland as part of a 
strong national network of Indigenous-specific Royal 
Commission support services.”

Minister for Indigenous Affairs, Senator Nigel 
Scullion, has welcomed the funding. “With this 
funding Link-Up Queensland will provide much-
needed support to those Indigenous survivors who 
have suffered the trauma of sexual abuse whilst in 
institutions,” Senator Scullion said.
“Ensuring that support is provided in an appropriate 
and culturally sensitive way is critical to helping 
victims.”
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Approximately 200 people were in attendance 
when Link Up (Qld) hosted their annual FREE Sorry 
Day Breakfast in Orleigh Park, West End as part of 
Reconciliation Week celebrations.

Dignitaries included Dame Quentin Bryce AD, CVO, 
Ms Jackie Trad MP for South Brisbane, Ms Terri 
Butler MP for Griffith and Cr Helen Abrahams for the 
Woolloongabba Ward. 

Entertainment was provided by a choral expression 
by the Meeanjin Voices and Songlines choirs, Aunty 
Bessie Parsons and Aunty Rhonda Collard presented 
a moving harmonic song sung in both English and 
Aboriginal dialect, Aunty Dawn Daylight sung an 
inspirational composition adlib and young Emily 
Foster performed two songs and also accompanied 
her mother, Angela Wurramara in a ceremonial 
dance to substantiate the lives of the young women 
and girls who were lodged in Cranbrook House 
where stands the commemorative Sorry Day Plaque.  

Selected passages from the novel “Follow the Rabbit 
Proof Fence” were read out by Link Up (Qld) Board 
Director, Willie Prince and Link Up (Qld) Service 
Delivery Manager, Karen Collins to celebrate and 
commemorate the life and passing of the book’s 
Aboriginal author, Aunty Doris Pilkington on the 
10th April this year.

Link Up provided a large Birthday Cake for all the 
Stolen Generations members to represent all the 
birthdays that they never got to celebrate after 
being forcibly removed. The cake was solemnly cut 
by Dame Quentin Bryce and founding member of 
Link Up (Qld), Aunty Beverley Johnson.

The day started overcast and drizzly but cleared 
to a fine sunny day by the commencement of 
ceremonies around 9.00am. Link Up (Qld) staff 
along with the generous support of Micah Projects’ 
Matthew Vaughan and his volunteers, prepared the 
sumptuous breakfast fare of cereals, juices, water, 
tea, coffee & Milo and hot BBQ treats for the hungry 
guests.

We’d like to wholeheartedly thank our honoured 
guests for their attendance, our performers for their 
theatrical contributions and our audience for their 

2014 Sorry Day Breakfast

Dame Quentin Bryce addressing the gathering

Songlines Choir entertaining the crowd

Dame Quentin Bryce poses with the Link Up (Qld) crew

Emily Foster and her Mother, Angela Wurramara dance.
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Around 200 people attended this year’s event

The event grows bigger each year

Aunty Dawn Daylight pops out an impromtu tune.

Aunties Estelle Sandow & Melita Orcher

The audience listens intently

Two guests enjoying the Breakfast and the jam packed program.

participation. We would also like to thank Luke Bell 
and the Brisbane City Council for their financial and 
departmental support, especially in the preparation 
of the temporary plaque site again this year. 

Thank you also to the Stolen Generations Alliance for 
their generous donation and support and to Micah 
Projects who annually support this event with food 
donations and volunteers. Finally a big thank you 
to the Link Up (Qld) crew for another outstanding 
event.
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Lake Tinaroo Healing Camp

The Link Up (Qld) Cairns office hosted their annual 
Healing Camp once again on the luscious grounds of 
the Genazzano Conference Centre on beautiful Lake 
Tinaroo from the 26th to 29th May 2014. 

Lake Tinaroo, also known as Tinaroo Dam, is a 
man-made reservoir near Yungaburra on the 
Atherton Tableland in Far North Queensland. It was 
constructed between 1953 and 1958 on the Barron 
River close to Lake Barrine and Lake Eacham. 

Clients from Cairns and environs and Mareeba 
arrived at the Centre and were allocated their rooms 
to freshen up after their bus trip. Unfortunately due 
to Sorry Business, members from Yarrabah were 
unable to attend this year’s camp.

That evening after dinner, Traditional Owner, Yidinji 
woman, Aunty Kitty Stewart welcomed everyone to 
her Country stating that it was very good to see us 

all coming together as one to help our people.

Candles were lit and songs were sung to 
commemorate Sorry Day. Graham Brady, son of 
Pastor Brady, addressed the gathering expressing 
the similarities between Aboriginal traditional 
beliefs in a higher deity and white man’s religious 
philosophies of a Creator. He finished his oratory 
with a song performed in language.

Trevelyn Brady, Getano Bann and Mick Angeles sang 
“You’ve Got a Friend” to the audience as a poignant 
reminder that we were all there for each other but 
also to justify a memory from Trevelyn’s schooldays 
as the only black kid in her school.

Gift packs of an official camp polo shirt and 
information were then handed out to the 
participants by Link Up (Qld) Cairns camp organizers, 
Jasmin Brady and Toni Murphy.

Staff from the Brisbane office attended with Lauren 
Schweie providing a Hairdressing Salon, Video 
interviews and photography by Donna Ives and 
Mick Angeles and Music facilitation with Brisbane 
musician Getano Bann and ‘Yothu Yindi’ drummer 
from Cairns, Ben Hakolitz.

Link Up (Qld) SEWB Counsellor, Joseph Oui 
coordinated the Mens Yarning Circles whilst 
Mareeba’s Robyn Hooley facilitated over the 
Womens Circles.

Graham Brady ran the ‘Spear Making’ workshop 

Lake Tinaroo, Yungaburra NQ

Aunty Kitty Stewart performed the Welcome to Country

Graham Brady instructing Joseph on making spears
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where the men were given the opportunity and 
craft skills to produce traditional fishing spears from 
scratch.

Aunty Adeline manipulated all the aches and sore 
bones of the clients with her Massage Therapies 
and Trevelyn Brady facilitated and delivered feet 
and beauty therapies to all those weary feet. 
Trevelyn, a very talented singer, also lent her 
beautiful vocals to the nightly singalongs held on 
the verandah overlooking the lake.

The staff of the Genazzano Conference Centre 
provided a varied and delicious fare of foods and 
drinks for all including those on special dietary 
needs. They were helpful, courteous and polite 
throughout the whole healing camp. They also 
provided the much desired TVs for Wednesday 
night’s viewing of the first game of the State of 
Origin. Thankfully there were only a few crowing 
‘Gooris’ in the room that night.

A half day bus trip was organized for those 
interested in seeing the sights of the lake environs 
whilst the remaining few worked on their spears or 
chilled out yarning, beading or painting.

Some of the men used their activity time to go rod 
and line fishing in the lake and returned with a 
bounty of large Black Bream (Sooty Grunter). The 
lake carries many species of fish and aquatic animals 
including barramundi, eel-tailed catfish, sleepy cod, 
perch, long tom and many species of crayfish.

The Music Program with Getano Bann and Ben 
Hakalitz once again produced another six songs 
from the Camp with people proposing and openly 
sharing their stories and yarns to have them told in 
song. The timbre and melody of their tunes making 
their journey more personal and self-relevant.
The camp ended with a Yarning Circle where 
everyone expressed their feelings and thanks 
for the camp and its organizers. Addresses were 
shared, photographs taken and fond memories were 
collected and preserved for future discussions.

Fascinating imagery of the ‘Curtain Fig’ captured on the bus trip

Ben Hakalitz recording some tracks from clients’ songs

Painting Workshop activities

Checking out the lake on a bus trip
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Tamborine Healing Camp

The Brisbane based Healing Camp was held at the 
Queensland Convention and Camping Centre atop 
Mount Tamborine in the Gold Coast hinterland 
between the 2nd and 4th of May 2014.

Thirty Stolen Generations clients attended the 
event which featured a variety of pampering and 
relaxation activities and therapies to be benefitted 
by the clients. 

These activities included using the various skills 
and talents of the Link Up (Qld) staff and external 
facilitators. 

The Hairdressing Salon was managed by LUQ 
Researcher, Lauren Schiewe and assisted by 
LUQ Admin Officer, Tahnee Rickert. The Beading 
Workshop with LUQ Caseworker, Henrietta Hunter, 
Art Therapies with LUQ Researcher, Rhyll Tonge, 
Massage Therapies with Ivy Hill, Basket Weaving 
Workshop with Robin Davis, Mens Yarning Circles 
facilitated by LUQ SEWB Counsellor, Joseph Oui and 
Womens Yarning Circles with Relationships Australia 
Counsellor, Deb Bennett, Boomerang Painting and 
throwing with Troy Skeen, Laughter Therapy with 
Chantay Link and a Song Writing Workshop with 
Getano Bann and Linus Monsour. 

The Song Writing Workshop proved quite successful 
with six new compositions produced from clients 
sharing their stories with Getano and he in 
collaboration with the story tellers, producing the 
music melodies.

The Link Up (Qld) Multimedia Unit conducted and 
gathered interviews and stories from the clientele 
which will be used for further publications and DVDs.

The first night began with an introduction from Link 
Up (Qld) Chairman, Sam Watson who then presented 
Wangerriburra Traditional Owner, Ken Markwell for a 
riveting Welcome to Country. The Jellurgal Traditional 
Dancers then entertained the audience with songs 
and dances from the area which was then trailed by 
an “open mic” session for anyone who wanted to get 
up and play guitar and/or sing.

The following day saw participants wander off to take 
part in whatever activities they required. Workshops 
were occasioned casually out on the deck catching 
the warm rays from the Sun.

Getano sat at one of the sunny benches with 
burgeoning lyricists and composed songs gathered 
from the stories told by the participating clients, 

Robyn Davis conducting her basket weaving workshop

The artists get painting in the sunshine.

Getano working with clients’ stories for their original song.
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Rhyll commandeered a bench and laid out her art 
materials as the artistic minded people jockeyed for 
a good vantage point and Troy Skeen prepared his 
boomerangs for painting and throwing.

Link Up (Qld)’s Multimedia Unit staffers, Donna 
and Mick conducted video interviews with willing 
participants and gathered their stories and 
thoughts.

Robyn Davis arranged her weaving supplies inside 
the dining area in close proximity to Henrietta 
Hunter’s Jewelry Making workshop. All activities 
were a flourish of chatter, laughter and creativity.

As the day drew to a close, the songwriters 
recorded their pieces of music in the makeshift 
recording studio and everyone headed to dinner 
and entertainment provided by the Zion Dance 
Ministries, Torres Strait Islander Dancers with Ettikai 
Rueben. Dinner followed and then it was time for 
the songwriters to showcase their efforts to the 

appreciative crowd. The singalongs continued late 
into the night.

After breakfast the following day, Chantay 
Link hosted her entertaining Laughter Therapy 
Workshop which had all the participants and 
reluctant audience members in fits of laughter, 
engaging in the silliness and child-like play of her 
program.

Morning Tea then led to the Closing Yarning Circle 
which rendered a whole lot of positive feedback Clients, Facilitators and Staff pose for a group photo.

Songwriters showcasing their work

The hilarious Laughter Therapy Workshop

The Closing Yarning Circle

and gratitude for the weekend camp, and the 
general consensus stating that there should be 
more availability for Link Up to conduct more of 
these camps throughout the year. 
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Feedback from a Client at Lake Tinaroo Healing Camp 2014

Awesome! Just what the Health System ordered!

All the Facilitators of the Healing Camp organized by 
Link Up (Qld) held from 26th – 29th May 2014 at Lake 
Tinaroo need to be commended for hosting a totally 
professional event.

It was obvious from the outset that this was a “safe 
space”. A place where broken and misunderstood 
lives had a common need – ‘time out’.

Every one of us had levels of fatigue that have been 
exacerbated by being misunderstood by family and 
society. It is a strange world, trying to re-connect. Yet 
all the participants departed from Camp, refreshed, 
rejuvenated and pampered. Some with new 
hairstyles, songs, art pieces and spears.

To the participants who had to withdraw due to Sorry 
Business, our hearts and condolences are with you. 
To others who were unable to make the journey, they 
too were heartily missed. This Camp was memorable.

Jasmin and Toni (Cairns Link Up) and Matthew 
(Townsville Link Up) deserve our full gratitude for 
making this camp possible and safe. Their ability, to 
draw together an equally professional contingent of 
other Link Up staff and Facilitators from Brisbane, 
shows their dedication and humility.

Humility when serving old people, beautiful music, 
deadly hair-dos, pampered feet, courtesies and timely 
support, all made for a relaxing time.

Welcome to Country by Aunty Kitty, set the platform for 
a taste of re-connecting with all things most of us were 
disconnected from. Yarning Circles, Spear making, Art 
and Song – Togetherness.

The opportunity for participants to be interviewed and 
to be made comfortable in sharing was a great release 
for many, I’m sure. The Technical staff that travelled 
from Brisbane were First Class and recorded our Stories 
with consummate ease.

My brother looked ten years younger after a haircut 
and a shave and the steady stream of ladies were just 
adorable with fashioned hair streaks, blow waves and 
– oh so many memories. The most humbling thing a 
human being can do is to tend to another person’s feet, 
such was the grace and pureness of the ladies who 
pampered the tired and weary participants. Thank you 
Lauren and Trevelyn.

Many participants spoke freely about life, journeys 
and hope. The Yarning Circles provided an equal 
opportunity for all of us to air our grievances or simply 
share where each of us were at. The ultimate blessing, 
was the manner in which each person was appreciated 
for his/her discussion.

There was the over-arching theme of the need to meet 
regularly and suggestions were quickly received to 
assist Link Up find on-going financial support to see 
these camps and meetings continued.

“Gaps in services” for survivors of the Stolen 
Generations are not understood and addressing these 
needs can only be done through Peer Support. The 
key and relevant agencies need to support Link Up to 
grow this initiative, accept the approach as new and 
innovative and allow survivors to heal our way.

We are not being pampered or catered for by the 
Health system, especially our own Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander Medical Services. Once every 
two years to come together is way too long and Best 
Practice models for debriefing survivors of the Stolen 
Generations, exist in Camps like this.

We are unique and at this Camp I am 100% certain 
all of us felt special, due expressly to the Spirit in 
which Organizers, Facilitators and others went about 

Clifford Guest with LUQ Cairns Counsellor, Toni Murphy and Robert Wiseman
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their business, an absolute credit to them all. It was 
a particular proud time to have total Indigenous 
oversight, from start to finish.

The following are some of the unique and fundamental 
things a survivor considers important; Story Telling, 
Documentaries, Music Albums and Visual Artworks are 
all ways of having a voice.

Continued reunions, graveside reunions and photos 
of loved ones (we never knew) all provide closure on 
different fronts and these are the things that Service 
Providers should be helping survivors with, as opposed 
to counselling.

The information provided by visiting staff from various 
agencies was welcomed and it was refreshing to have 
clear and concise answers to questions. Anxiety and 
depression have their roots in not knowing.

The captivating sounds of Trevelyn, Getano and Mick 
was priceless. Their quality of music you would pay a 
full Pension cheque to go and see, was presented in a 
most inclusive way – sing along if you could and sing 
along if you needed to – everybody cared and nobody 
was worried, we were just jamming how it should be. 
Thanks for the happy tunes. We now know, “We’ve got 
a friend!!”

Special thanks to Mulungu, Healing Foundation, 
Gurrinya Yealamucka and the Genazzano Conference 
Centre, Lake Tinaroo for your wonderful support to Link 
Up (Cairns, Townsville and Brisbane) and their deadly 
staff for making this happen. Joseph and Jack were 
tireless in their support for the men and I’m sure the 
ladies were well catered for by respective female staff.

I would like to close with this thought. The most 
respectful courtesy by Link Up staff, was afforded to the 
sick and elderly who attended Camp Tinaroo.

The sick and the elderly are who we should be 
advocating for. It is one thing to attend a healing camp 
then to go home to four empty walls, with no follow 
up. Forget about Native Title if you have no “Natives” 
to return to Country. All peak Aboriginal Health Services 
need to listen with their chequebooks.

I would like us all to consider, that the success of Camp 
Tinaroo be rewarded by moving quickly to support our 
old people, through fully catered Elders Evenings (or 

similar) as often as possible. The urgency is knowing 
full well, that these precious people are the carriers of 
Stories that need to be told.

The strength of survival in our old people can only 
be a motivating factor that inspires us young 50ish 
year olds to continue and aspire to bring about some 
much needed change in our communities, families 
and individual lives – yes many of us experienced this 
sense of re-empowerment at Camp Tinaroo.

There were direct calls for Mens and Womens 
initiatives to be created from this gathering and the 
fruit for this desire can only be measured by real and 
tangible outcomes. Let all then ugly moments in each 
of our lives, be the landmarks we need never to go 
back to.

I can’t wait to see the wonderful colors (and poses) 
captured by Donna through her camera lens. 
Glimpses of various sights, made still and available 
for us to ponder how beautiful life really is. Memories 
that compel and remind us to appreciate who and 
where we are today.

My sincere hope and prayer is, that the wonderful 
people who attend this camp and made this an 
enjoyable time in all our lives, can continue in 
fellowship and communication, as there is so much to 
consider.

The greatest courtesy we can give to another person, 
is to appreciate, acknowledge and accept that their 
story is their story. No man knows another man’s 
heart.

I hope this newsletter is reflective of all who 
participated, in giving thanks to Link Up and each 
other.

Thanks again for a trully wonderful experience. Words 
are not enough.

Rob Wiseman (Client)

Mens Yarning Circle
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Reunion Uses Skype

Aunty Norah Johnson and her siblings were forcibly 
removed when she was an infant. She was adopted 
into a non-Aboriginal family and raised by them. 
Therefore she was disconnected from family, 
culture and country. This reunion took place in late 
May in Bundaberg. 

This was the first removal within the Johnson 
family. Elizabeth Kirby who is Aunty Norah’s 
niece had traced her on Facebook and started 
communicating with her. She then phoned her to 
ask her would she like to meet her.

Elizabeth began travelling back and forth from 
Cunnamulla to visit her in Bundaberg and so 
forming a close rapport with her.

When Elizabeth suggested to Aunty Norah, “Would 
you like to meet the rest of the Johnson family who 
were living in Mildura, Victoria?” Her response was 
“I don’t know if they will accept me”.

Gradually over time, she decided she would like to 
meet with her birth family from Victoria, providing 
Elizabeth would support her.

Caseworker, Margaret North organised a 
collaborative reunion with Link-Up Victoria. Cora 
Cooper who was the caseworker travelled to 
Mildura to meet  Aunty Evelyn, Aunty Colleen and 
Aunty Leonie to discuss the reunion with them.

They were all excited about travelling to 

Queensland to meet Aunty Norah.

Ruthie Link, SEWB Counsellor and Margaret North 
travelled to Bundaberg for this reunion to be 
with client Aunty Norah and her support person 
Elizabeth Kirby.

The first day was a very emotional day with Aunty 
Norah finally connecting with her birth family from 
Mildura, Victoria. Aunty Evelyn, Aunty Colleen 
and Aunty Leonie were supported by Link Up Vic 
Caseworker, Cora Cooper. There were lots of tears 
and hugs. The Aunties from Victoria presented 
Aunty Norah with a cultural gift, an emu egg that 
was blown out. The Aunties had hunted for a  week 
in the bush to find this special gift egg.

The reunion party then decided to go to a 
restaurant by the river to have lunch. Ruthie Link 
organised for her Uncle Merv to do a “Welcome 
to Country”. Everyone was shedding tears. Uncle 
Merv look at them and said, “It is alright to cry, it 

Families of five generations meet in Bundaberg

Aunty Norah receives a special emu egg

Uncle Merv with the Aunties
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Ruthie Link Moves On

no shame to cry”.

The following day, everyone was up bright and 
early to go to Aunty Norah’s house. Cora Cooper 
had pre-arranged with the BTH Worker in Mildura, 
Victoria for a SKYPE session with an elderly Aunty 
who was unable to travel due to poor health. SKPYE 
was installed into Cora’s laptop to connect with the 
group in Bundaberg with Aunty Tiddles.

The SKYPE telecast was organised for 11:00 a.m. 
When it eventually happened everyone gathered 
around with emotions running high to see and  
listen to Aunty Tiddles talking in language.

The Aunties from Victoria went to see Aunty Norah 
again before going back to Victoria. A private 
cultural ceremony was organised by the river for 
Aunty Norah. “Women’s Business”. The Link-Up 
staff decided to leave in order to give the Aunties 
cultural respect for their ceremony.

Everyone was exhausted and happy after the 
reunion when we all returned home.

Every reunion is a unique journey for clients. This 
reunion was unique in the sense that it was the 
first time that SKYPE was used within  a reunion for 
Link-Up (Victoria) and Link- Up (Qld).

We are proud to say, as workers of Link-Up, that we 
made history with this reunion.

Margaret North - LUQ Caseworker

SEWB Counsellor for Link Up (Qld), Ruthie Link, has 
resigned to further her career as a Family Support 
Officer at Kalwun Child & Family Support Services, 
Logan.

Ruthie started as a volunteer some four years ago 
advancing herself to secure the position of Senior 
SEWB Counsellor here at Link Up (Qld). 

Ruthie was the focal point in organising the monthly 
Support Group Morning Teas for our clients and 
coordinating a number of Healing Camps at Kindilan’s 
Reserve in Redlands.  

Ruthie, with her distinctive, effervescent laugh will be 
missed by our clients and office staff.

Using SKYPE to connect to Aunty Tiddles in Mildura

SEWB Counsellor, Ruthie Link



Link-Up (Qld) ABORIGINAL CORPORATION

14

Cape York Class Action

A Safer Future For Our Kids

A solicitor from Cairns law firm, Bottoms English, 
launched a class action last year on behalf of Cape 
York Stolen Generation members.

Solicitor Kirsten Lesina says the government has 
already compensated non-Indigenous people 
placed in institutions.

“There was a redress scheme in 2008 that 
the State Government implemented and that 
was to compensate children that had been 
institutionalised and that actually excluded 
Indigenous children who were put in mission 
dormitories all across the Cape. So this firm has 
helped a number of claimants take the case all the 
way to the Federal Court,” said Miss Lesina.

The Stolen Generation class action is ongoing and 
will be mentioned before the Federal Court in 
August.

But Miss Lesina says her law firm is working 
alongside the State Government in the hope of 
compensating Stolen Generation members before 
it gets to court.

“They've indicated that they wouldn't be adverse 
to conciliating claims so we will be travelling. 
Lawyers from this firm will be travelling up 
throughout the Cape communities to sign people 
up. It's a lot easier if we can do it face to face and 
take their statements and send them all down 
to the State Government and hopefully have 
conciliation about those," she said.
Bottoms English is representing 89 Stolen 
Generation members from the Cape communities 
of Wujul Wujul, Mona Mona and Hopevale.

Miss Lesina says the Government isn't prepared to 
compensate the families of deceased members, 
but is helping the law firm track down others who 
haven't come forward.

“We know that there was dormitories in for 
example Thursday Island, Hammond Island, 
Mornington Island, Doomadgee and we don't have 

claimants from any of those places, so we're looking 
at trying to recruit more people to come on board 
and hopefully get some compensation in the end,” 
she said.

Bottoms English is calling on Cape York Stolen 
Generation members to contact their local councils.

By David Liddle  NITV News

Royal Commission into Institutional Responses to 
Child Sexual Abuse

The Royal Commission into Institutional Responses 
to Child Sexual Abuse is investigating how 
institutions like schools, churches, missions, foster 
care and government organisations have responded 
to allegations and instances of child sexual abuse.

In its first 18 months of operation, the Royal 
Commission has travelled to every state and 
territory of Australia including many regional areas, 
to hear from more than 1,700 people in private 
sessions. The Royal Commission’s call centre has 
received over 13,500 phone calls from the public 
and held 13 public hearings. 

Around 7 per cent of people who’ve shared their 
story with the Royal Commission identified as 
Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander, but there are 
many more people who are yet to make contact.
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The Royal Commission is encouraging more 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people who 
experienced child sexual abuse while in the care of 
an institution to register for a private session.    

Private sessions allow survivors to speak directly 
with a Commissioner about their experiences, 
in a private and comfortable place. The sessions 
are conducted in a culturally sensitive way, with 
recognition of the needs of Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander people who have experienced child 
sexual abuse. 

Already, private sessions have been held with 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people in 
a number of communities across the country 
including Darwin, the Kimberley and Cairns; with 
more visits planned in the coming months. 

Cultural or language barriers can sometimes 
prevent people from coming forward which is why 
the Royal Commission has dedicated Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander community engagement 
officers and counsellors to work with community 
groups and support services and encourage 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people to share 
their story.

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander community 
engagement officers have been building trust with 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander communities 
and, in addition to all capital cities, will visit a 
number of regions including:
• Kimberley and Geraldton in Western   
 Australia
• Northern and central regions of the    
 Northern Territory
• Far North Queensland
• Cape York Peninsula and the Torres Strait
• Central West region of New South Wales

Anyone was sexually abused as a child while in the 
care of an institution in Australia can share their 
story with the Royal Commission. It doesn’t matter 
how young or old the person is, or how long ago the 
abuse occurred, every person’s story is important in 
making institutions safer for our children.

The Royal Commission has a range of free 
resources providing information on the Royal 
Commission available to order online: http://www.
childabuseroyalcommission.gov.au/resource-centre 

For more information on the Royal Commission visit :
www.childabuseroyalcommission.gov.au or

Call: 1800 099 340 

Email: Send an email to :
contact@childabuseroyalcommission.gov.au

Write: GPO Box 5283, Sydney, NSW 2001
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Dr. Aunty Ruth Hegarty
Ruth Hegarty was born in 1929 at Mitchell, 
Queensland and is an Aboriginal Elder and author.

Aunty Ruth is well known for her non-fiction novels 
that document her personal history as one of the 
Stolen Generations. Her first book, Is That You 
Ruthie? is based on her experiences in the Cherbourg 
Aboriginal Mission where she lived until the age of 
14. Her second novel, Bittersweet Journey is her 
story from her early married life, her dealings with 
the Native Affairs Department, and her work in 
community politics and Indigenous organizations. 

Is That You Ruthie? won the 1998 Queensland 
Premier's Literary Awards, Unpublished Indigenous 
Writer - The David Unaipon Award.

Aunty Ruth and her mother, Ruby, were initially 
housed together in the dormitories at the Cherbourg 
Aboriginal Mission. When Aunty Ruth was 4 years 
old, they were separated when Ruby was sent away 
to work. They only had intermittent contact from that 
time onwards.

At the settlement Aunty Ruth formed strong 
friendships with the other girls in the dormitories. 
They were constantly supervised, punished and 
whipped for minor misdemeanors. The girls in 
the dormitory stayed together for support and for 
protection. There was no natural justice, just strict 
discipline and punishment. She states:
“We got whipped from babyhood - there was no age, 
you just got it. And this is what we got whipped with 
cat o'nine tails. It was used in the prison at the time, 
and they were using it on us as children.”
“It isn't any different from a prison - it is exactly like 
it, except that we weren't inmates; we were children, 
and we'd done nothing wrong, absolutely nothing 
wrong at all.”

In 1943, Aunty Ruth was sent away from the 
Cherbourg settlement to work as a domestic servant. 
Travelling to her new job, at the age of 14, she 
travelled alone for the first time in her life. She did 
not know the people she was travelling to work for 
and she felt very isolated and vulnerable.
In the 1960s after accessing her records from 

Cherbourg, she found that many of the letters she had 
written to her friends at the mission but had not been 
delivered, Aunty Ruth then organized a reunion of the 
girls she grew up with at Cherbourg. 
Aunty Ruth married Joe Hegarty, whom she had 
known since childhood, and they have a family of 
eight children.

For more than 30 years Aunty Ruth has volunteered 
on community projects in the areas of youth and 
aged services. In 1998 she was awarded the Premier's 
Award for Queensland Seniors Year for her services to 
the community. She is a founding member of Koobara 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Family Resource 
Centre.

In the 2007 Senate enquiry into Stolen Wages, Aunty 
Ruth was a member of the Queensland Stolen Wages 
Working Group.

Recently on the 19th May 2014, the much loved 
and respected patron of the Noonga Reconciliation 
Group, was bestowed with her highest honour, the 
Australian Catholic University, Doctor of the University 
(honoris causa) in recognition of her contributions 
to Australian literature, Indigenous education and 
community leadership.

Dr. Ruth Hegarty
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CLIENT SUPPORT GROUP
2014 MORNING TEAS
Last Thursday of every month

10.00am  -  11.00am

31st July
28th August

25th September
30th October

27th November

Link Up (Qld) ABORIGINAL CORPORATION

2014 Upcoming Events

Koobara NAIDOC Celebrations 
Ipswich NAIDOC Celebrations

Thursday 10th July 2014

NAIDOC Family Fun Day 
Musgrave Park, West End

Friday 11th July 2014

BUNDABERG / FRASER COAST  
Healing Camp 

August/September 2014:VENUE:

lINK uP (qLD) OFFICE 
5 REID sTREET

WOOLLOONGABBA Q

:CONTACT:

3034 8444
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Want to make a Donation to Link-Up (Qld)?

“All donations, great and small, make a difference in supporting our 
organisation to continue the work we do with members of the Stolen 

Generations still searching for their families.
We trully appreciate your generosity.”

CEO Link Up (Qld)

If you are interested in supporting Link-Up (Qld), all donations are tax deductible and can be 
made to:-

Account Name: Link-Up (Qld) Aboriginal Corporation
ABN:   36 073 956 496
Bank Institution: Westpac
BSB:   034 013
A/c Number: 277 709

  Please send all cheques to PO Box 3229, South Brisbane Q 4101

  For more information, please call our office on FREECALL 1800 200 855

Become a Link-Up (Qld) Member
It is being involved with an organisation that provides a culturally appropriate and sensitive 
service to Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islander people. It also presents a voice for our people 
in major forums relating to issues and concerns of our clients and community in general, 

such as NAIDOC, National Sorry Day & Reconciliation and other significant issues and 
concerns.

The benefits of membership include the ability to utilise your own talents, skills and 
expertise as a volunteer, receive updates and bi-monthly newsletters, voting at general 

elections, being a part of the solution in terms of righting the wrongs and having your say in 
the way Link-Up (Qld) Aboriginal Corporation operates.

(Fill out the form on the following page and send it back to us)
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   Membership Application 

Full Name Of Applicant: ………………………………………………………………

Address: ……………………………………………………………………………….

Suburb:…………………………………………………………Postcode:…………….

Telephones: (H)……………………(W)…………………….Mob…………………….

Date Of Birth: ………………………Email: …………………………………………

Would you be available to assist Link-Up on a voluntary basis?     YES  NO

What skills can you bring to the Organisation? ..………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………..

Please state the reason why you would like to become a member of Link-Up (Qld):

…………………………………………………………………………………………..

Is Proof of Aboriginality document enclosed as required?               YES NO
If NO, please contact your local Aboriginal organisation to confirm your Proof of 
Aboriginality.

 
Signature Of Applicant:………………………………………………………………...Date: ………………….. 

Please return this form with your supporting documents to:  
LUQ Membership Application,  

PO Box 3229, South Brisbane, Q 4101 

Link-Up (Qld) Aboriginal Corporation is a registered Body Corporate under the 
Aboriginals Councils and Associations Act of 1976.

For Office Use Only:

Membership Authorised Not Authorised by the Governing Committee.

Chairperson:…………………………………………………… Date: ………………...

ACTION REQUIRED:       Send letter of Acceptance Rejection
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--
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--
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About Link-Up (Qld)
-Our Mission-

Link-Up (Qld) Aboriginal Corporation 
supports the healing journeys of 

Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islander people 
who have been separated from their families and 

cultures through forced removal, fostering, 
adoption and/or institutionalisation. 

We deliver professional, culturally sensitive
and confidential research, reunion 

and cultural wellbeing services.

Link-Up (Qld) Aboriginal Corporation Caseworkers
and Counsellors are experienced individuals

who can assist in reuniting
Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islander families.

We also provide a referral service to the 
appropriate organisation or
Government Department.

Still Bringing Them Home

Link-Up (QLD) ABORIGINAL CORPORATION OFFICES

BRISBANE:
5 Reid Street WOOLLOONGABBA Q 4102
PO Box 3229 SOUTH BRISBANE Q 4101
Email:  contact@qld.link-up.org.au
Tel:  (07) 32034 8444 
Fax: (07) 3217 3458

MOUNT ISA:
1/81 Miles Street MOUNT ISA Q 4825 
Mob:  0417 097 322  or  0459 028 380

CAIRNS:
18 Scott Street PARRAMATTA PARK, CAIRNS 4870
Tel:  (07) 4041 7403
Fax: (07) 4027 9665

TOWNSVILLE:
c/- Relationships Australia
745 Riverway Drive  
THURINGOWA CENTRAL Q 4817 
Mob:  0410 639 645 

Quick Facts

 h  Link Up is a FREE service   
      

 h  We offer support before, during and   
  after your family reunion   
 

 h  We respect your privacy and treat all  
  information confidentially   
   

 h  Link-Up (Qld) runs a range of healing          
  activities; camps, support groups, art,  
  craft and music workshops   
 

 h  We offer cultural renewal activities and         
  support return to country   
    

 

Upcoming Events

 �  10 July Koobara NAIDOC
 �  10 July Ipswich NAIDOC
 �  11 July Musgrave Park Family Fun Day

FREECALL TO ALL OFFICES 1800 200 855 from landlines

DISCLAIMER: Whilst every effort has been made to 
respect cultural traditions, Indigenous readers are 

advised that this publication may contain images of 
people who are deceased.


